Ghillie Suits

How do they work?

Ghillie suits are used to deceive the brain into overlooking what the eye is reporting. They break up the distinctive human form so that the brain does not recognise it and marks it up as general landscape clutter. Ghillie suits are considered by many to be the ultimate in camouflage, however, they have their limitations.

Ghillie is hot, heavy and snags on things. It's no good if you want to run anywhere and it cuts down your ability to hear. Additionally, ghillie suits have to be tailored to a specific environment. One designed for open fields will not work nearly as well in pine forests. Real snipers change the local flora and fauna on their ghillie as they move through different areas, often several times on an operation. 

That said, when ghillie works, it works well.

Making Ghillie

Unlike a lot of things, ghillie isn't actually too expensive to make. This may surprise you if you've ever looked at buying pre-made ghillie, but the high prices you see there are mainly down to labour costs. Ghillie is very time consuming to make. There are several things you'll need to make ghillie:

· A set of combats or overalls to use as a base. 

There are several different methods to making a ghillie, and you need to decide for yourself which one you think is best for you. Just as there is no "one size fits all" camouflage pattern, there is no "right" way to make ghillie. First off you need a base. This can either take the form of  one piece overalls, or two piece combats. Again, colour is optional. You could go for a two piece flecktarn base as it matches a variety of Temperate environments and it means you can remove the top or bottom when you want. An important point to bear in mind is that you're probably better off buying second hand clothes for using as a base. You are, after all, about to stick loads of hessian on to it and never wash it again, and it seems foolish to spend a lot of money on something you're just going to destroy.

· Hessian (or Burlap as it's also known) 

Hessian is available from a number of outlets. You can either buy it premade and dyed, or get old sandbags and cut them up.

· Dye 

To provide a variety of colours for the burlap.

· A wire brush

Once the dye has dried, you will need to cut the hessian into strips (assuming you didn't do this before). If you have access to a guillotine this would be ideal, but failing that you should get some of those scissors that they claim cut through tin cans. You'll need them. With the hessian in strips, you can brush it using a wire brush to fray it. You lose about 30% of the hessian when you do this, but the effect is worth it.

· A method of attaching the hessian to the base.

A glue gun is a lot quicker than sewing the hessian to the base. When gluing try to use a Z mark or similar, as it makes it harder for the hessian to pull away from the base due to there being more surface attached.

Something else you might want to try instead is sewing netting to the base clothes and then tying the hessian on to the netting.

Adapted from a Tea and Medals article

